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Barts Health Archives and Museums 

Research guide: Royal connections 

Many of the hospitals represented in our collections have connections with the British 

monarchy. Before the founding of the NHS, many hospitals relied on patronage and 

philanthropy, and royalty often acted as presidents, patrons and advocates. In the case of St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital, its very foundation and continuing existence pivoted on the favour 

(or otherwise) of the reigning monarch. This guide focuses on hospitals with notable royal 

connections – principally St Bartholomew’s Hospital and The Royal London Hospital – and 

highlights related material in our collections. NB: for artworks featuring royal figures in our 

collections, please see our research guide on Artworks. 

St Bartholomew’s Hospital 

St Bartholomew’s Hospital has a long connection with the monarchy. The hospital’s founder, 

Rahere, was a former courtier to Henry I, whose support was vital to the hospital’s 

foundation in 1123. However, the Dissolution of the Monasteries during Henry VIII’s reign 

threatened the existence of hospitals such as Barts, which were closely associated with the 

monasteries. A copy of the commission for the seizure of the hospital into Henry VIII's hands 

in 1539 can be found at SBHB/HA/99/12/1. When petitioned by the Lord Mayor (backed by 

some of the city’s leading citizens) to refound St Bartholomew’s Hospital as a secular 

institution, Henry agreed and in 1546/47 Barts 

was granted to the City of London and re-

endowed with properties and income. We hold the 

indenture of agreement between Henry VIII and 

the Mayor, Commonalty and Citizens of the City of 

London (commonly known as the ‘refoundation 

charter’) bearing the King’s signature and great 

seal at SBHB/HC/1/2001, together with the Royal 

Letters Patent issued shortly after to re-endow the 

hospital’s properties, at SBHB/HC/1/2002. The 

refoundation is commemorated in the 17th-

century stained glass ‘charter window’ 

(SBHX4/12) in the Great Hall in the hospital’s 

North Wing (access by appointment only). 

 

 

The hospital’s royal connections caused some difficulties during the Interregnum (1649–

1660), as revealed in the surviving records from this period, such as the volume of 

governors’ minutes covering 1647–1665/56 (SBHB/HA/1/5). Although soldiers from both 

royalist and parliamentarian sides were nursed in the hospital, Barts certainly had strong 

royalist connections. Its most prominent doctor, William Harvey, was also physician to King 

Charles I and had dressed the wounds of injured royalist soldiers at the Battle of Edgehill;  

SBHB/HC/1/2001 Indenture of agreement 

between Henry VIII and the Mayor, Commonalty 

and Citizens of the City of London, 27 Dec 1546 
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the President of Barts, Sir Abraham Reynardson, was imprisoned in the Tower of London for 

refusing to publish the act abolishing the king’s authority; and when in 1649 the governors of 

Barts were requested to swear an oath to the new government of England, many attempted 

to evade it. On Charles II’s ascension to the throne in 1660, the governors’ minutes record 

arrangements for the display of the King’s Arms, which had been ‘obscured’ from view. 

Many of the hospital’s physicians and surgeons have held royal appointments. Perhaps the 

most famous example is Roderigo Lopez, the first regular physician to be appointed to the 

hospital (sometime before 1568) and who was appointed physician to Queen Elizabeth in 

1586. Accused of plotting to poison the Queen, Lopez was executed in 1594. We hold a 

number of reference works about Lopez at SBHREF/517, SBHREF/720 and SBHREF/560. 

More recently, Sir Marcus Setchell, consultant gynaecologist and obstetrician at St 

Bartholomew's Hospital from 1975 to 2000, also served as Surgeon-Gynaecologist to Queen 

Elizabeth II's Royal Household from 1990 until 2013. 

The first ever royal visit to Barts was by the Prince of Wales (later Edward VII) in January 

1868, the year after he became the hospital’s first royal president. Queen Victoria visited the 

hospital a year later and a copy of her journal entry describing her visit can be found at 

SBHB/XT/21. We also hold a framed copy of More Leaves from the Journal of a Life in the 

Highlands, presented to the hospital by Queen Victoria and bearing her autograph signature, 

at SBHX4/710. Among the papers of Dr James Matthews Duncan (Physician Accoucher and 

Lecturer in Midwifery, 1877–1890), the following may be of interest: a bound volume 

containing letters and telegrams to Duncan and his wife, mainly from members of the royal 

circle, 1849–1894 (SBHPP/DUN/1/2/17), and a letter from the librarian at Windsor Castle 

providing entries about Duncan from Queen 

Victoria's diary (SBHPP/DUN/2/2/21). 

A file of correspondence with the Royal 

Family from 1903 to 1904 can be found at 

SBHB/HA/14/5. In July 1904 King Edward 

VII, accompanied by Queen Alexandra and 

the Prince and Princess of Wales, laid the 

foundation stone of the hospital’s new 

Outpatients Department, and a book of 

cuttings relating to this visit can be found at 

SBHX19/2. There is also photograph of 

Queen Alexandra's visit to St Bartholomew's 

Hospital on 19 July 1917 at SBHX8/717. 

King George V Block, constructed on the site of the hospital’s former South Wing, was 

opened by the late king’s widow, Queen Mary, on 8 July 1937 (photographs at 

SBHPP/HAD/20, SBHX8/2022 and SBHPP/RWE/4, programme at SBHX57/6/15). On 17 

February 1921, Queen Mary and the Prince of Wales laid the foundation stone for Queen 

Mary’s Nurses’ Home (later the Queen Mary Wing). Photographs relating to this ceremony 

can be found at SBHX8/719-723 and a ticket and programme are at SBHX57/6/10. 

 

SBHX8/717 Queen Alexandra with patients and 

nurses in the Square, 1917 
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Papers relating to the hospital’s celebration of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II (including 

a river trip and gifts to staff) can be found at SBHB/HA/23/33. The Queen visited Barts to 

open the Queen Elizabeth II Wing in 1961 (photographs at SBHB/MP/4/9/1 and SBHX8/744-

752, programme at SBHX57/6/16), the Robin Brook Centre in 1980 (commemorative 

programme and order of the day at SBHX57/6/1) and visited the newly restored East Wing 

on 20 May 1992 (programme and pass at SBHX57/6/6). The Queen also visited the hospital 

in 1973 on the occasion of the hospital’s 850th anniversary.  

The Royal London Hospital 

The first royal visit to The London Hospital took place in 1790 from Henry, Duke of 

Gloucester (who served as President of the hospital, 1767–1805). On 4 July 1864, Albert 

Edward and Alexandra, Prince and Princess of Wales, laid the foundation stone of the new 

west wing of the hospital, subsequently named the Alexandra Wing. Queen Victoria, 

accompanied by Princess Beatrice, the Duke of Edinburgh and the Duke of Cambridge, 

opened the new Grocers’ Company wing at the hospital on 11 March 1876. Papers relating 

to the opening of this wing can be found at RLHLH/A/23/91; press cuttings at 

RLHLH/A/26/4; scrapbooks at RLHLH/A/26/32; volume of photographs at RLHLH/A/26/32/2 

and an album of engravings at RLHLH/X/35. 

Albert Edward and Alexandra returned on 11 June 1903 as King Edward VII and Queen 

Alexandra, opening the hospital’s new Outpatients Department. A bronze statue of 

Alexandra on The Royal London Hospital site by George Edward Wade commemorates this 

event, as well as the opening of the Finsen Light 

Department, to which Alexandra donated the first lamp 

(RLHINV/818). Alexandra later served as the hospital’s 

President from 1904 to 1925, and her close relationship 

with the hospital is reflected in the variety of material we 

hold relating to her. This includes a collection of 

photocopied letters from Alexandra to the hospital’s 

Chairman, Sydney Holland, 2nd Viscount Knutsford 

(RLHPP/KNU/2/8) and a number of items gifted by 

Alexandra to Holland, including a ruby ring (RLHINV/22), a 

cigarette box (RLHINV/23) and a mechanical cigar lighter 

belonging to Edward VII (RLHINV/100). A file of 

photographs of Alexandra can be found at RLHLH/P/3/4. 

 

King George V and Queen Mary visited the hospital on 22 February 1927: this was the 

Queen’s first visit as President of the hospital (following the inauguration of the NHS in 1948, 

Queen Mary’s role became that of Patron rather than President). Items relating to Queen 

Mary can be found in the papers of Sir E. John Mann (1883–1971), Chairman of the 

Governors of The London Hospital, 1943–1960 (RLHPP/MAN), including photographs, 

correspondence with Queen Mary’s private secretary and material relating to her funeral. We 

hold an ormolu clock presented to the Hospital by Queen Mary (RLHINV/33) and a number 

of photographs at RLHINV/840 and RLHLH/P/3/5.  

RLHINV/22 Ruby ring given by 

Queen Alexandra to 2nd Viscount 

Knutsford, early 20
th

 century 
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As with St Bartholomew’s Hospital, a number of London Hospital clinicians also held royal 

appointments. Among them was Bertrand Edward Dawson, 1st Viscount Dawson of Penn, 

who was physician to The London Hospital as well as physician-extraordinary to King 

Edward VII from 1903 to 1910 and Physician-in-Ordinary to King George V from 1910 until 

the King’s death in 1936. We hold biographical material and press cuttings at RLHLH/Z/1/43 

and RLHMC/X/28 and Francis Watson’s biography, Lord Dawson of Penn, at RLHREF/386. 

We also hold a number of royal medals, including a Queen Victoria 1887 Jubilee medal 

(RLHPP/GRE/13); a Queen Victoria 60-year Jubilee medal, 1897 (RLHDEC/OPE/11); a 

coronation medal of Edward VII, 1902 (RLHDEC/ELS/10); a King George V and Queen 

Mary Silver Jubilee Medal, 1935 (SBHPP/MAN/37) and a Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee 

medal, 1977 (RLHDEC/REY/1). 

Queen Elizabeth II made her first visit as hospital patron on 25 November 1954. The Queen 

opened the new Alexandra Wing of the hospital on 24 March 1982; albums of photographs 

can be found at RLHLH/P/1/9–11. The Queen visited the hospital during its 250th 

anniversary year, on 5 July 1990. During the visit the Queen announced that she had 

consented to grant the hospital a royal title. Papers relating to the 250th celebrations, 

including the Queen’s visit, can be found at RLHLH/A/23/121.  

Following the transfer of services from the Queen Elizabeth Hospital for Children in 

Hackney, the Queen visited The Royal London Hospital on 28 October 1998 to open the 

Queen Elizabeth Children’s Service, one of the largest paediatric inpatient facilities in Britain. 

A booklet commemorating this visit can be found at RLHPP/WHE/4/7. 

We hold a number of likenesses of Queen Elizabeth II, including a colour mezzotint by 

Lawrence Josset after Pietro Annigoni, 1956 (RLHINV/543), a 1976 pencil sketch portrait by 

Linda Burkinshaw (RLHINV/761), a 1982 photograph (RLHINV/959), three official full-length 

photographic portraits, signed and dated 1998 (RLHINV/766–768) and a box of photographs 

at RLHLH/P/3/6. We also hold a photograph of Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, signed 

and dated 1981 (RLHINV/846). 

A file of photographic material relating to royal visits from 1864 to 1986 can be found at 

RLHLH/P/6/21, while a file relating to royal visits to The London Hospital by the Queen and 

the Duchess of Kent exists at RLHLH/X/217. 

Other hospitals 

The records of the Royal Brompton Hospital include a visitors book for the period 1846–

1868, containing the signatures of Prince Albert and Queen Victoria (RLHBH/A/18/1), while 

the visitors book for 1991–1994 (RLHBH/A/18/6) commences with the signature of Queen 

Elizabeth II. 

The records of the East London Hospital for Children and Dispensary for Women 

contain a scrapbook of press cuttings for the period 1934–1941, including cuttings relating to 

Princess Elizabeth (later Queen Elizabeth II) becoming President of the Children's League of 

the Princess Elizabeth of York Hospital for Children, Shadwell (RLHEL/A/14/3). There are  
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also pictures of the princesses Elizabeth and Margaret Rose at an exhibition of French dolls 

in December 1938 (RLHEL/P/8). The dolls were a gift from the children of France to the 

princesses and were exhibited at St James's Palace from 9 December 1938 to 14 January 

1939, with funds raised donated to the hospital. Further information can be found in the 2002 

book Dolls for the Princesses: The Story of France and Marianne by Faith Eaton 

(RLHREF/545). 

In the Queen Elizabeth Hospital for Children archives can be found a group of 

photographs of members of the Royal Family at RLHQE/P/2/1–9, silver urns given to 

Princess Elizabeth (later Queen Elizabeth II) on the occasion of her marriage in 1947 

(RLHQE/P/4/30) and records relating to a 1992 royal visit (RLHQE/X/12). A 1944 news film 

reporting on Princess Elizabeth's first speech as Royal President of the hospital is at 

RLHfilm/16/4. 

The Queen Mary’s Maternity Home collection includes correspondence with the Royal 

Household for the period 1919–1948 (RLHQM/A/7/7) and photographs of Queen Mary 

(RLHQM/P). 

The Alexandra Hospital for Children with Hip Disease collection includes letters from the 

household of Princess (later Queen) Alexandra to the hospital secretary Stanley Smith 

(SBHA/HA/13/1).  

In November 1917, King George V and Queen Mary visited West Ham Union Infirmary, 

which from the date of their visit took the name Whipps Cross [War] Hospital. 

Programmes, cuttings and photographs relating to this and subsequent royal visits to the 

hospital can be found in series RLHWX/X. 


